
Background

BRITISH CONQUEST 
OF SINDH (1843)

From 1780 ? 
Sindh was ruled 
by the Talpuras

After the 
defeat of Tipu 

Sultan

Napoleon 
was planning to 
invade India via 

land  route

After death of 
Mir Fatah

Lord Minto 
immediately sent 
four  diplomatic 

missions

A Baluch tribe led by 
Mir Fatah Ali Khan

Empire was 
shared by  his 
four brothers

Char Yar

known as

Amir or lords 
of Sindh

Context of 
Anglo-French 

Rivalry

An invasion of  
French threat 
was shifted to 
North-West 

Frontier

Therefore

signed the friendly 
treaties  with their 

respective 
Governments

1809

Treaty of Eternal 
Friendship was 

signed

B/W

 Amirs of Sindh 
and the British As per treaty

Amirs promised not  
to allow the French 
to settle in  Sindh

1820

Americans 
were  expelled 

from the 
Sindh

1832

William Bentick 
sent Colonel 
Pottinger to  

Sindh

and
signed the 

treaty with the 
Amirs  English a free 

passage to 
English  

Travellers

&

merchants 
through Sindh

which
 allowed

 use of Indus for 
commercial purpose&

TREATIES

Treaties were

Renewal of 
Eternal 

Friendship 
Treaty

Res Indica
Resindica

www.resindica.com

BRITISH 
CONQUEST 
OF SINDH 

(Background)

STMHS035L

www.ri
iaca

demy.co
m

IAS RED NOTES

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal

http://www.resindica.com


to  conquer

CONTEXT OF 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN 

RIVALRY & AFGHAN 
WAR

Ranjit Singh 

Subsidiary Alliance Treaty 
(1839)

Lord Auckland wanted 

To counter Russian threat

During the Afghan war 
(1839-42)

1842

Because of  Ranjit Singh 
action on Sindh

BRITISH CONQUEST OF SINDH        
(The Context)

Commercial benefits 
from Sindh River

British forced the  
Amirs of Sindh

to sign
Subsidiary Alliance for  
the protection of Sindh

 Amirs of  
Sindh found themselves

saddled with the  
responsibility of 

helping the company

 Suffered  the losses 
economically and  

politically

Lord Ellenborough and

Major Outram was 
replaced 

by

They were  
eager to annex 

the Sindh

and

Merged it 
under the  

British Empire

 Sir  Charles Napier 
as British  Resident 

in Sindh
 New 

Governor-General of 
India

became

captured  Rojhan (Frontier town of Sindh)

Sindh for two  reasons
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COURSE OF WAR

Causes for annexation 
of Sindh

The Company saw Sindh 

To gain commercial benefits 

To counter the French and 
Russian threat

Governor-General Lord 
Ellenborough

English army was led by

To rebuild the English prestige

1847

Battles of Miani and Dabo 
(1843)

Napier called the Sindh war 

BRITISH CONQUEST OF SINDH 
(1843)

which had  suffered during 
the first Afghan war

charged
Amirs for hostility and 
disaffection towards 

the English
and

launched an 
attack on the  

Sindh

Sir Charles 
Napier

British defeated 
the Amirs & Annexed the 

Sindh

Sindh was made a part 
of Bombay Presidency

as
  Necessary prelude to  

the annexation of 
Afghanistan

as
 A tail of the 

Afghan  storm

from  the Indus river
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BACKGROUND

BRITISH CONQUEST 
OF PUNJAB (1849)

After the death 
of Ranjit  Singh 

(June 1839)

English were 
closely  watching 
the happenings in  

Punjab

Finally, in 1843

Ranjit Singh had 
large  standing 
army of 40000  

soldiers

A war of 
succession  
emerged

After Ranjit 
Singh's Death

Soldiers were not 
getting  their 

salary on time

therefore they 
also started  
interfering in 

politics

Many sons of 
Ranjit Singh

B/W

Dalip Singh  
(Duleep Singh) had 

ascended  the 
throne

under

Guardianship of 
Rani Jindan

and

Wanted to 
regain their 

prestige

annexing 
Punjab and 

Sindh

which they had lost 
after the defeat in 
the Afghan war

by

British 
annexed the 

Sindh in  1843

Only Punjab 
was left

1843

Major Broadfoot 
was  appointed

as

Company?s 
political agent in 

Punjab

He understood 
the growing  
disorder in 

Punjab

Witnessed every tale 
of corrupt  behaviour 

at the court which 
affected the British  

attitude

and

1844

Lord Hardinge was  
appointed as new 

Governor-General of 
India

He undertook various 
measures to strengthen  
the position of English 

army

As a result, the 
Company?s troops  
stationed in Punjab 

and Sindh were trained 
and  fortified

1845

Lal Singh 
had become 
Wazir and 

commender 
of Khalsa 

Army

 Tej Singh was 
appointed as  new 

commander-in-chief

of Sikh 
Empire

and

NOTE- READ MAP-  
CLOCKWISE

British-Sikh 
Rivalry 

(Background)
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BRITISH 
CONQUEST OF 
AWADH (1856)

BACKGROUND
Subsidiary 

Alliance Treaty 
(1801)

After death of 
Shuja-ud-Daulah

His son 
Asaf-ud-Daulah tried 

to gain control
Asaf-ud-Daulah made an 

agreement with the  
Company

British became the 
master of Awadh

Awadh was under 
the control of British

After the defeat of 
Awadh in 1764 

(Battle of  Buxar)

In 1774

Lord Wellesley 
forced Nawab 

Saadat Ali Khan

British did not annex it but 
made it a buffer  state 
under their Ring Fence 

policy

Nawab Shuja-ud-Daulah 
annexed Rohilkhand and 

Etawah.

and

Became Nawab 
of Awadh

Nawab 
Shuja-ud-Daulah 
raised an army

ofeven retained 150  
French officers

1-lakh soldiers on 
European lines

but
 Mughals did not  

allow him to 
continue

because

 Mughal practise did  not 
follow dynastic continuity or 

hierarchy at  provincial 
level.

Therefore
In this way

to sign

New treaty named, 
Subsidiary Alliance in  

1801

PROVISIONS Nawab had to cede half of 
his  territory to the Company

All the provisions that we have 
studied in the  Subsidiary 

Alliance System

Apart from 
these

including

lower doab

GorakhpurRohilkhand

BRITISH 
CONQUEST OF 

AWADH 
(Background)
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BRITISH 
CONQUEST OF 
AWADH (1856)Conquest of 

Awadh: 
Augmented Anger 

Against British

Annexation of 
Awadh (1856)

Lord Dalhousie annexed 
Awadh in 1856  (under 

the policy of Doctrine  of 
Lapse)

Awadh was annexed 
based  on Outram?s 

Report.

The Nawab, Wajid 
Ali Shah was kept 

under House arrest  
in Calcutta

The sepoys in Brtish army 
had fought immensely  for 

expansion of British 
Empire

The annexation of 
Awadh severely hurt 

the  sentiments

Courtiers were dismissed 
from the service. Became 

unemployed

of

Awadh people, Courtiers 
and sepoys  of the British 

army(Indian people)

on

pretext of  
mal-administration

from
South to  North and 

East to West in 
Indian Subcontinent

 they considered 
this a betrayal

The Land Revenue 
Settlement introduced 

after  annexation
affected

Talukdars and 
common  people

When British 
introduced an 

Enfield rifle

It  sparked the charged 
atmosphere and sepoys  

revolted at Meerut

As revolt broke out, it 
was  joined by almost all 

the class from Awadh
and

later spread to entire North 
India, which came to be  

known as the revolt of 1857
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BRITISH 
CONQUEST OF 
NEIGHBOURING 

STATES

Anglo-Nepal 
War (1814-16)

In 1760

BACKGROUND

Immediate Cause

In 1801 In 1803

Nepal 
(1816)

Bhutan 
(1865)

Aghanistan 
(1880)

Burma 
(1885)

Tibet 
(1904)

Gorkhas 
wrested control 

of Nepal

from

Successors of 
Ranjit Malla of 

Bhatgaon

English 
annexed 

Gorakhpur

which brought the 
Gorkhas boundary 

along the boundary  of 
British

Lord Wellesley forced the 
Hindu Gurkha  Kingdom 

of Nepal

to sign

Treaty of Subsidiary  
Alliance

and

British Resident was 
kept  in Kathmandu

The conflict started when  
Gorkhas captured Butwal 

and Sheoraj in 1814

during

Reign of Lord 
Hasting (1813-1823)

These areas were 
under the authority of 

the East  India 
Company

British 
Conquest of 
Neighbouring 

States
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