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Evolution of Indian constitution

Evolution of Indian constitution
The Company Rule (1773-1858)

During this era, the British East India Company held significant control over Indian territories. A series
of legislative acts were passed to regulate the company's administration and its relationship with the
Indian populace.

1. Regulating Act, 1773: This act marked the beginning of parliamentary control over the East
India Company, establishing a Governor-General of Bengal and a Supreme Court at Calcutta.

2. Amending Act, 1781: Also known as the Declaratory Act, it clarified the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court and its relationship with the Governor-General-in-Council.

3. Pitt's India Act, 1784: This act established a dual system of control by the British government
and the East India Company through the Board of Control.

4. Amending Act of 1786: This act provided the Governor-General with more authoritative
power, allowing for decisive governance.

5. Charter Act, 1793: It renewed the Company's charter and consolidated earlier regulations.

6. Charter Act, 1813: This act ended the Company's monopoly over trade in India, opening the
Indian market to British merchants while continuing the monopoly over tea and trade with
China.

7. Charter Act, 1833: The act centralized Indian administration, making the Governor-General of
Bengal the Governor-General of India. It also allowed for the legislative centralization of India.

8. Charter Act, 1853: This act renewed the Company's charter without a specified time limit and
introduced an open competition system for the recruitment of civil servants.

The Crown Rule (1858-1947)

The transition from Company rule to Crown rule began after the Revolt of 1857, with the British Crown
taking direct control over India, leading to significant legislative changes.

1. Government of India Act, 1858: This act transferred all authority from the East India Company
to the British Crown, creating the office of the Secretary of State for India and the Indian
Council.

2. Indian Councils Act, 1861: It reintroduced legislative councils in Indian provinces and allowed
for limited representation of Indians in the legislature.

3. Indian Councils Act, 1892: This act expanded the councils and introduced an indirect election
system.
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4. Indian Councils Act, 1909: Also known as the Morley-Minto Reforms, this act allowed Indians
to be elected to the councils and introduced separate electorates for Muslims.

5. Government of India Act, 1919: Also known as the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, it
introduced a dyarchy system in provinces, dividing subjects into 'transferred' and 'reserved’
categories, with more autonomy for Indian ministers.

6. Simon Commission, 1927: Aimed to review the workings of the 1919 Act, the commission
faced widespread boycott by Indians due to the absence of Indian members.

7. Government of India Act, 1935: This was the most comprehensive act, proposing an all-India
federation and granting provincial autonomy. It also introduced direct elections and extended
the franchise.

8. Indian Independence Act, 1947: This act marked the end of British rule in India, leading to the
creation of India and Pakistan as independent dominions.

Constitution of Free India

The transition from colonial rule to a sovereign republic required meticulous planning and dedication,
culminating in the adoption of the Indian Constitution.

1. Formation of Constituent Assembly, 1946: The Constituent Assembly was formed to draft the
Indian Constitution. It comprised representatives from various provinces and princely states.

2. Drafting by Constituent Assembly: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar chaired the Drafting Committee. The
drafting process involved extensive debates and discussions, resulting in a detailed and
inclusive constitution.

3. Adoption of Constitution, 26th November 1949: The Constitution was adopted by the
Constituent Assembly on this date, signifying a new era for India.

4. Constitution came into effect, 26th January 1950: The Indian Constitution came into force,
and India became a sovereign, democratic republic.

Key Features and Legacy of the Indian Constitution

The Indian Constitution is a remarkable document, reflecting India's diversity and commitment to
democracy, social justice, and human rights. Some key features include:

o Preambile: It outlines the objectives of the Constitution, including justice, liberty, equality, and
fraternity.

e Fundamental Rights: The Constitution guarantees fundamental rights to all citizens, such as
the right to equality, freedom of speech, and protection against discrimination.

o Directive Principles of State Policy: These principles guide the government in making policies
aimed at promoting social and economic welfare.

e Federal Structure: The Constitution establishes a federal structure with a clear division of
powers between the central and state governments.
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¢ Independent Judiciary: The Constitution ensures an independent judiciary to uphold the rule
of law and protect citizens' rights.

Impact and Relevance Today

The Indian Constitution remains a living document, constantly evolving to address contemporary
challenges. It has been amended numerous times to reflect the changing needs and aspirations of the
Indian people. The Constitution's resilience and adaptability have ensured the stability and growth of
India as a democratic nation.

Conclusion

Understanding the historical evolution of the Indian Constitution provides valuable insights into the
country's journey from colonial subjugation to a thriving democracy. The Constitution stands as a
testament to the vision and dedication of India's founding leaders, who envisioned a just and inclusive
society for all citizens. As India continues to progress, the Constitution remains the cornerstone of its
democratic framework, guiding the nation towards a brighter future.

Did You Know?

e The Indian Independence Act of 1947 was an act passed by the British Parliament that
partitioned British India into two independent dominions: India and Pakistan. The act was
enacted on July 18, 1947, and India gained independence on August 15, 1947.

e The 3rd June 1947 Plan was also known as the Mountbatten Plan.

e Jawaharlal Nehru took charge as Prime Minister of India on 15 August 1947. Vallabhbhai Patel
served as the Deputy Prime Minister. Lord Mountbatten, and later C. Rajagopalachari, served as
Governor-General until 26 January 1950, when Rajendra Prasad was elected as the first
President of India.
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Overview of the Constitution of India

1.Part lll: Fundamental Rights (FR)

Fundamental Rights are enshrined in Part 1l of the Indian Constitution, from Articles 12 to 35. These
rights are essential for the intellectual, moral, and spiritual development of individuals. They include:

e Right to Equality (Articles 14-18): Prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex, or place of birth.

e Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22): Guarantees freedom of speech, assembly, association,
movement, residence, and profession.

e Right against Exploitation (Articles 23-24): Prohibits human trafficking, forced labor, and child
labor.

e Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles 25-28): Ensures religious freedom and prohibits
religious discrimination.

e Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29-30): Protects the rights of cultural, religious, and
linguistic minorities.

e Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32): Allows individuals to approach the Supreme
Court or High Courts for enforcement of Fundamental Rights.

2. Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP)

Contained in Part IV (Articles 36-51), DPSPs are guidelines for the state to establish a just society. They
are non-justiciable, meaning they are not enforceable by the courts. However, they are fundamental
in governance and aim to promote social and economic democracy.

3. Part IVA: Fundamental Duties (FD)

Part IVA (Article 51A) includes the Fundamental Duties of citizens, added by the 42nd Amendment in
1976. These duties encourage citizens to respect the Constitution, national symbols, and uphold the
sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India.

4. Secular State

India is a secular state, meaning there is no official state religion. The term "secular" was added to the
Preamble by the 42nd Amendment. Articles 14, 15, 16, 25, and 27 promote secularism by ensuring
equality and religious freedom.

5. Universal Adult Franchise

The Constitution provides for universal adult franchise, allowing all citizens aged 18 and above to vote
in elections, ensuring democratic participation.

6. Single Citizenship

India adopts the concept of single citizenship, meaning all citizens are only Indian citizens, unlike some
federal systems where citizens hold dual citizenship (e.g., state and national).
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7. Independent Bodies
Several independent bodies ensure the fair functioning of democracy, including:
e Election Commission (EC)
e Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
e Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
8. Emergency Provisions
The Constitution contains provisions for different types of emergencies:
e National Emergency (Article 352)
e President's Rule (Article 356)
e Financial Emergency (Article 360)
9. Schedules
The Constitution has 12 Schedules detailing various administrative aspects:
1. Schedule I: Names and territorial jurisdictions of states and union territories.

2. Schedule IlI: Provisions related to the allowances, privileges, and emoluments of the President,
Governors, Judges, etc.

3. Schedule llI: Oaths and affirmations for various constitutional posts.
4. Schedule IV: Allocation of seats in the Rajya Sabha.

5. Schedule V: Provisions related to the administration and control of Scheduled Areas and
Scheduled Tribes.

6. Schedule VI: Provisions for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura,
and Mizoram.

7. Schedule VII: Division of powers between the Union and States into three lists — Union List,
State List, and Concurrent List.

8. Schedule VIII: Official languages recognized by the Constitution.

9. Schedule IX: Acts and regulations (originally 13 but presently more than 280) which are
exempt from judicial review.

10. Schedule X: Provisions relating to disqualification of members on grounds of defection.
11. Schedule XI: Powers, authority, and responsibilities of Panchayats.
12. Schedule XllI: Powers, authority, and responsibilities of Municipalities.

10. Lengthiest Constitution
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The Indian Constitution is the lengthiest written constitution in the world, with 448 articles in 25 parts
and 12 schedules. This comprehensiveness ensures that all aspects of governance and administration
are covered.

11. Multiple Sources
The Constitution draws from various sources:
e Structural Part: Government of India Act 1935.

e Philosophical Part: Fundamental Rights and DPSPs, inspired by the American and Irish
Constitutions.

e Political Part: British Constitution.
12. Rigid and Flexible
The Indian Constitution is both rigid and flexible:
e Rigid: Provisions require special procedures for amendment (Article 368).

e Flexible: Other provisions can be amended by a simple majority, akin to ordinary legislative
procedures (e.g., Articles 2 & 3).

13. Federal System with Unitary Bias

India is a federal system with a unitary bias, meaning it has features of both federal and unitary
systems:

e Federal Features: Division of powers between the Union and States (Schedule VII).

e Unitary Features: Single citizenship, strong central government, and the ability to centralize
powers during emergencies.

14. Parliamentary System

India follows a Parliamentary system of government:
¢ Nominal and Real Head: President (nominal head) and Prime Minister (real head).
e Majority Rule: Government formed by the party with a majority in the Lok Sabha.
¢ No Strict Separation: Overlapping of executive and legislative functions.

15. Sovereign Parliament

The Parliament is sovereign and operates based on the procedure established by law.

16. Independent Judiciary

The judiciary is independent of the executive and legislature, with the Supreme Court as the highest
court, ensuring the protection of constitutional provisions.
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Did You Know?

e The Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution on November 26, 1949, and it came into
effect on January 26, 1950.
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Constitution Framework

+* The Union & Its Territories: This section addresses the composition and structure of the
nation, including the distribution of territories. It details how states and union territories are
organized, the process for altering state boundaries, and the implications for governance.

% Preamble: The Preamble is the introduction to the Constitution, reflecting its philosophy and
guiding principles. It declares the purpose of the Constitution, the source of its authority, and
the goals of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity.

% Historical Background: This part explores the evolution of the Constitution, including the
significant events and influences that shaped its creation. Understanding the historical context
is crucial for comprehending the Constitution's objectives and provisions.

%+ Citizenship: The Constitution defines who is considered a citizen of the nation, the rights and
duties of citizenship, and the processes for acquiring and losing citizenship. This section is
fundamental for understanding the legal relationship between individuals and the state.

+ Constitutional Development: This covers the amendments and changes that have occurred
since the Constitution's inception. It highlights the dynamic nature of the Constitution and its
ability to adapt to evolving societal needs and challenges.

%+ Features of the Constitution: This section summarizes the key characteristics that define the
Constitution, such as its written form, federal structure, supremacy, and the separation of
powers. These features distinguish it from other legal documents and frameworks.

%+ Making of the Constitution: This details the process of drafting the Constitution, including the
role of the Constituent Assembly, debates, and compromises. It provides insight into the
deliberative process that led to the final document.

«» Judiciary: The Judiciary interprets and enforces the Constitution, ensuring that laws and
executive actions comply with constitutional provisions. This section covers the structure,
powers, and functions of the judiciary, including the role of the Supreme Court and lower
courts.

< Institutions: Various institutions established by the Constitution play critical roles in
governance, such as the Election Commission, Comptroller and Auditor General, and Public
Service Commissions. These bodies ensure the effective functioning of democratic processes
and accountability.

«» Civil Services: The civil services are the backbone of the administration, responsible for
implementing government policies and programs. This section outlines the structure, roles,
and responsibilities of civil servants and the mechanisms for their recruitment and training.

%+ Civil Society & Cooperatives: Civil society organizations and cooperatives contribute to social
and economic development. This section highlights their roles, legal frameworks, and the
support they receive from the government.

<+ Basic Structure: The basic structure doctrine holds that certain fundamental aspects of the
Constitution cannot be amended. This section explains the concept, its judicial interpretations,
and its significance in preserving the Constitution's core values.

< Amendment of the Constitution: The Constitution provides mechanisms for its amendment
to address changing needs and challenges. This section details the processes and limitations
for amending different provisions, ensuring a balance between flexibility and stability.
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Local Government: Local governments, including municipalities and panchayats, play a crucial
role in decentralized governance. This section covers their structures, powers, and functions,
emphasizing the importance of grassroots democracy.

State Executive: The state executive comprises the Governor, Chief Minister, and Council of
Ministers, responsible for state administration. This section outlines their powers, functions,
and the relationship between the state and union governments.

State Legislature: State legislatures, including legislative assemblies and councils, enact state
laws and oversee the executive. This section details their composition, powers, and legislative
procedures.

Union Legislature: The Union Legislature, consisting of the Parliament, makes laws for the
entire country. This section covers the structure, powers, and functioning of the Parliament,
including the roles of the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and Rajya Sabha (Council of States).
Union Executive: The union executive, led by the President, includes the Prime Minister and
Council of Ministers. This section outlines their powers, functions, and the administrative
machinery that supports them.

Directive Principles of State Policy: The Directive Principles are guidelines for the state to
ensure social and economic justice. While not enforceable by courts, they are fundamental in
governance and aim to create a welfare state.

Fundamental Duties: Fundamental Duties are moral obligations for citizens to promote a
sense of responsibility and contribute to national goals. This section lists these duties and their
significance in fostering civic values.

Fundamental Rights: Fundamental Rights are the cornerstone of the Constitution, protecting
individual liberties against state actions. This section enumerates these rights, their scope, and
the judicial mechanisms for their enforcement.

Did You Know?

India is a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic with a Parliamentary form of government
which is federal in structure with unitary features.
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Making of the Indian Constitution

Historical Context

The idea of having a constitution for India was first proposed by M.N. Roy in 1934. However, it was
only in 1946, with the Cabinet Mission Plan, that a Constituent Assembly was set up to draft the
Constitution. This Assembly consisted of 389 members initially, which was later reduced to 299 after
the partition. Members were elected by provincial assemblies and nominated by princely states.

Key Personalities
Several key figures played pivotal roles in the framing of the Indian Constitution:

e Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Head of the Drafting Committee. His contributions were instrumental in
shaping the document.

e Dr. Rajendra Prasad: President of the Constituent Assembly and later the first President of
India.

e Jawaharlal Nehru: Played a significant role in various committees, particularly the Union
Powers and Union Constitution committees.

e Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: Led the Provincial Constitution and Advisory committees on
fundamental rights.

e Dr. Sachidananda Sinha: Chaired the first meeting of the Constituent Assembly.
e B.N. Rao: Served as the Special Adviser.

Committees and Their Roles

Thirteen committees were formed to handle different aspects of constitution-making:

e Union Powers Committee and Union Constitution Committee: Both presided over by
Jawaharlal Nehru, these committees focused on the distribution of powers between the
central and state governments.

e Provincial Constitution Committee: Led by Sardar Patel, it dealt with the governance of
provinces.

e Drafting Committee: Chaired by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, this committee was responsible for
drafting the actual text of the Constitution.

e Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights: Also headed by Sardar Patel, this committee
ensured the inclusion of fundamental rights and the rights of minorities and backward classes.

Drafting and Adoption

The drafting of the Constitution took nearly three years, involving 11 sessions and extensive debates.
The Objective Resolution, moved by Pt. Nehru in the first meeting of the Constituent Assembly, laid
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the philosophical foundation of the Constitution. It aimed for India to be a republic and a democracy,
ensuring political, social, and economic justice for all its citizens.

The Constitution was adopted on 26th November 1949 and came into effect on 26th January 1950, a
date chosen to honor the declaration of Purna Swaraj (complete independence) in 1930.

Key Provisions and Features

The Indian Constitution is one of the longest written constitutions in the world. Some of its salient
features include:

e Federal Structure with a Strong Centre: The Constitution establishes a federal structure of
government, with a clear division of powers between the centre and the states. However, it
also includes provisions to ensure a strong central authority.

e Fundamental Rights: The Constitution guarantees fundamental rights such as the right to
equality, freedom of speech, and the right to constitutional remedies.

e Directive Principles of State Policy: These principles aim to create a welfare state by guiding
the government in making policies that promote social and economic welfare.

e Parliamentary System: India adopted a parliamentary system of government, where the
executive is accountable to the legislature.

¢ Independent Judiciary: The Constitution ensures an independent judiciary to uphold the rule
of law and protect the rights of citizens.

Women Members and Inclusivity

The Constituent Assembly had 15 women members, reflecting a significant step towards gender
inclusivity. Among them, Begum Ayyub Rasool was the only Muslim female member. Their
contributions were vital in ensuring that the Constitution addressed the needs and rights of women
and other marginalized groups.

Criticisms and Challenges
Despite its achievements, the Constituent Assembly faced criticisms:

e Dominance by Congress and Lawyers: The Assembly was largely dominated by members of
the Congress party and the legal profession, raising concerns about its representativeness.

e Hindu Dominance: Critics pointed out that the Assembly had a Hindu majority, leading to fears
of bias.

¢ Not Directly Elected: Members of the Assembly were not directly elected by the people, but
by provincial assemblies and princely states.

e Set Up Under British Rule: The Assembly was established under the British Cabinet Mission
Plan, which led some to question its legitimacy.

e Extended Duration: The lengthy drafting process, taking nearly three years, was also a point
of contention.

Legacy and Impact
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The Indian Constitution has stood the test of time, providing a robust framework for governance and
protecting the rights of its citizens. Its legacy includes the successful functioning of a democratic system

in a diverse and populous country, and its influence extends beyond India, serving as a model for other
nations.

Key Takeaways

¢ Inclusivity and Representation: Despite criticisms, the Assembly included a diverse group of
members, including women and minorities, ensuring that various perspectives were
considered.

e Balancing Tradition and Modernity: The Constitution strikes a balance between preserving
India's rich cultural heritage and embracing modern principles of governance and human
rights.

e Adaptability and Resilience: The Constitution has shown remarkable adaptability, with
numerous amendments reflecting the evolving needs and aspirations of the nation.

Conclusion

The making of the Indian Constitution was a monumental task, involving extensive deliberation,
debate, and compromise. It reflects the aspirations of a newly independent nation, committed to
democracy, justice, and equality. The Constitution's enduring relevance and success are a testament
to the vision and dedication of its framers.

Did You Know?

e The Indian Constitution was adopted on November 26, 1949, and the members of Parliament
signed it on January 24, 1950. The Indian Constitution is Supreme, an amalgamation of rigidity
and flexibility.

e The Constituent Assembly had written, debated, and finalized the constitution between
December 1946 and January 1950.
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Making of the Indian Constitution (Part —2)

Key Elements

e Date in Preamble: The images indicate that the date mentioned in the preamble of the Indian
Constitution is November 26th, 1949.

e Constitution Adopted On: The Constitution was adopted on November 26th, 1949.

e Expert Committee of Congress on Assembly: This committee was formed to draft the
constitution. It consisted of members like Jawaharlal Nehru (Chairman), M. Asaf Ali, K.M.
Munshi, N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, K.T. Shah, D.R. Gadgil, Humayun Kabir, and K. Santhanam.

e Krishna Kripalini: He was elected as the member and convener of the Constituent Assembly.

e Provisional Parliament: This was not a representative body and not a sovereign body. It was
enforced from January 26th, 1950.

e Commencement of Constitution: The Constitution came into effect on January 26th, 1950.
e GOl 1935: This act was repealed with the commencement of the Constitution.

¢ Independence Act 1947: This act was also repealed with the commencement of the
Constitution.

e Criticism of Constituent Assembly:

o It was not a representative body: Critics argued that the Constituent Assembly was
not truly representative because its members were not directly elected by the people
of India through universal adult franchise. Instead, they were chosen by provincial
assemblies, which were themselves not elected through universal suffrage.

o It was not a sovereign body: The Assembly was not considered sovereign because it
was established based on the proposals of the British Government. Additionally, it
held its sessions with the permission of the British Government, which meant it did
not have full autonomy.

o It was time-consuming: The process of drafting the Indian Constitution took nearly
three years (from 1947 to 1950), which critics felt was an excessively long time
compared to other countries. For instance, the American Constitution was drafted in
just four months.

o It was dominated by Congress: The Assembly was heavily dominated by the Indian
National Congress (INC), which led to criticisms that it was a one-party body in an
essentially one-party country. This dominance was seen as limiting the diversity of
opinions and representation.

o It was dominated by lawyers and politicians: Critics pointed out that the Assembly
was largely composed of lawyers and politicians, which led to a Constitution that was
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seen as overly legalistic and complicated. Other sections of society, such as laborers,

farmers, and women, were underrepresented.

o It was dominated by Hindus: Some critics, including Winston Churchill, argued that
the Assembly was dominated by Hindus and did not adequately represent other
religious and ethnic groups in India. This criticism was based on the perception that
the Assembly did not reflect the diversity of Indian society.

Additional Points

e The infographic mentions the repeal of the Government of India Act 1935 and the
Independence Act 1947 with the commencement of the Indian Constitution.

¢ The timeline highlights the significance of November 26th, 1949, as the date when the
Constitution was adopted.

e The infographic also lists the criticisms faced by the Constituent Assembly, such as its
composition and the time it took to complete the drafting process.

Did You Know?

e The preamble mentions November 26, 1949 as the date of adoption of the Constitution.
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MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION 3

GENSIS OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
The Idea and Initial Proposals (1934-1935)

The concept of a Constituent Assembly in India was first proposed in 1934 by M.N. Roy, a pioneer of
the Communist movement in India.He envisioned an assembly that would draft a constitution for an
independent India, laying the groundwork for a democratic and sovereign nation.

In 1935, the Indian National Congress (INC), under the leadership of prominent figures such as
Jawaharlal Nehru, began to advocate for a Constituent Assembly.This demand signified a shift from
seeking dominion status within the British Empire to striving for complete independence with a
constitution drafted by Indians themselves.

The Demand Strengthens (1938)

By 1938, the demand for a Constituent Assembly had gained significant traction. Jawaharlal Nehru, on
behalf of the INC, reiterated the necessity of a Constituent Assembly elected by adult franchise.This
emphasized the importance of the democratic process and the representation of India's diverse
populace in drafting the nation's constitution.

The August Offer (1940)

The British government, recognizing the growing pressure from Indian political leaders, responded
with the August Offer in 1940. This was a crucial development as it marked the first instance where
the British acknowledged the demand for a Constituent Assembly.However, the proposal fell short of
Indian expectations, as it lacked the promise of full independence and did not provide clear
mechanisms for forming the assembly.

The Cripps Mission (1942)

As World War Il progressed, the British sought to secure Indian support for the war effort. In 1942,
the Cripps Mission, led by Sir Stafford Cripps, visited India with a proposal that included the promise
to frame a constitution post-war. This proposal suggested the formation of two constituent assemblies
to address the demands of different political factions within India. However, the Muslim League, under
the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, demanded the creation of two independent states, leading
to the rejection of the Cripps proposal.

The Formation of the Constituent Assembly (1946)

The political landscape in India continued to evolve, and in 1946, the British government dispatched
the Cabinet Mission to India.The mission's primary objective was to discuss and finalize plans for the
transfer of power to Indian hands. The Cabinet Mission's plan was instrumental in the creation of a
single Constituent Assembly for India, without the separation initially sought by the Muslim League.

The Cabinet Mission proposed a framework for the Constituent Assembly, ensuring that it would be
an inclusive body representing various sections of Indian society. The assembly was to be composed
of representatives elected by provincial legislative assemblies, reflecting India's diverse regional,
cultural, and political landscape.

The Assembly's Work Begins

The Constituent Assembly of India officially commenced its work on December 9, 1946. Its primary
task was to draft a constitution that would guide India's transition from a British colony to an
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independent and democratic nation. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the president of the
assembly, while Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a leading social reformer and jurist, was appointed as the
chairman of the Drafting Committee.

Drafting the Constitution

The drafting of the Indian Constitution was a monumental task that required meticulous deliberation
and consensus-building. The assembly held numerous sessions, where members debated various
provisions and principles that would shape the future of India. The process involved extensive
consultations with legal experts, social reformers, and representatives of different communities.

One of the significant challenges faced by the Constituent Assembly was addressing the issue of
minority rights and ensuring social justice. The assembly sought to create a constitution that would
guarantee fundamental rights, promote equality, and protect the interests of marginalized sections of
society. Dr. Ambedkar played a crucial role in shaping provisions related to social justice,
untouchability, and the rights of scheduled castes and tribes.

The Final Adoption

After nearly three years of rigorous debates and deliberations, the Constituent Assembly completed
the task of drafting the Constitution. On November 26, 1949, the Constitution of India was adopted,
and it came into effect on January 26, 1950. This historic day, now celebrated as Republic Day, marked
the culmination of years of struggle, sacrifice, and determination by countless individuals who
envisioned a free and democratic India.

Legacy of the Constituent Assembly

The Constituent Assembly of India left an indelible mark on the nation's history. The Constitution that
it drafted has stood the test of time and remains the cornerstone of India's democratic polity. The
assembly's work not only laid the foundation for a democratic republic but also set a precedent for
inclusive and participatory governance.

The Indian Constitution is one of the longest and most comprehensive constitutions in the world. It
enshrines fundamental rights, directive principles of state policy, and provisions for a federal structure
of government. The assembly's emphasis on social justice, equality, and secularism continues to guide
the nation in its journey toward progress and development.

In conclusion, the formation of the Constituent Assembly in India was a complex and transformative
process that spanned over a decade. It involved the relentless efforts of visionary leaders, political
negotiations, and the aspiration of millions for a free and just society. The Constituent Assembly's
work culminated in the creation of a constitution that remains a beacon of hope and progress for India
and serves as a testament to the enduring spirit of democracy.

Did you know?

e 1934: The idea of the assembly proposed by M. N. Roy.
e 1935: INC demands the assembly for the first time.

e 1938: Jawaharlal Nehru demands the Constituent Assembly to be elected by adult
franchise.

e 1940: British government acknowledges the demand in the August Offer.
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e 1942: Cripps Mission proposes framing the constitution post-World War Il, suggesting two
assemblies; rejected by the Muslim League.

e 1946: Cabinet Mission leads to the creation of the Constituent Assembly.
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Working of the Constituent Assembly

Background and Formation

The Constituent Assembly of India was a unique body formed to draft the Constitution of India. It first
met on December 9, 1946, with 211 members in attendance. This first meeting was notable because
the Muslim League boycotted it, significantly impacting the assembly's early proceedings.

The Assembly was presided over by Dr. Sachidananda Sinha, who was the eldest member and served
as the temporary president. Subsequently, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the permanent
president of the Assembly. H.C. Mukherjee and V.T. Krishnamachari were chosen as vice-presidents.
Their leadership was instrumental in navigating the complex process of drafting a new constitution for
a diverse and newly independent nation.

Key Activities and Challenges

The Assembly faced numerous challenges, ranging from the boycotts by the Muslim League to the
integration of various princely states into the Union of India. Despite these hurdles, the Assembly
worked diligently to create a constitution that would lay the groundwork for the governance of the
country.

Objective Resolution

One of the most significant milestones in the early days of the Constituent Assembly was the
introduction and adoption of the Objective Resolution. Introduced by Jawaharlal Nehru on December
13, 1946, and adopted on January 22, 1947, this resolution laid down the fundamental principles and
philosophy that would guide the framing of the Constitution.

Key Elements of the Objective Resolution:

1. Sovereign and Independent Republic: It declared that India would be a sovereign
independent republic.

2. Governance and Constitution: It emphasized that the constitution would govern the nation.

3. Union of India: The resolution envisioned a union that included British India, princely states,
and other territories willing to join.

4. Autonomous Units: These territories were to be autonomous units with residuary powers.
5. Sovereignty: The power of sovereign independent India would be derived from the people.

6. Justice, Equality, and Freedom: The resolution guaranteed social, economic, and political
justice, equality of status and opportunity, and freedom of thought to all people.

7. Safeguards for Minorities and Backward Classes: There were provisions for adequate
safeguards for minorities, backward classes, and tribal areas.

8. Territorial Integrity: It stressed maintaining the integrity of the territory along with its
sovereign rights on land, sea, and air.

9. World Peace and Welfare: It envisioned India contributing to world peace and the welfare of
mankind.
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Drafting Committees and Their Contributions

The Assembly was divided into various committees, each tasked with drafting different parts of the
Constitution. These committees played a crucial role in shaping the final document.

Drafting Committee

The most prominent committee was the Drafting Committee, chaired by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. This
committee was responsible for preparing the draft of the constitution. Dr. Ambedkar's leadership and
legal acumen were instrumental in framing a constitution that balanced the needs of a diverse
population with the principles of justice, equality, and democracy.

Other Key Committees:

1. Union Powers Committee: Chaired by Jawaharlal Nehru, this committee dealt with the
distribution of powers between the Union and the States.

2. Provincial Constitution Committee: Also chaired by Nehru, this committee focused on the
structure and powers of the provincial governments.

3. Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights: Chaired by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, this
committee was responsible for defining the fundamental rights of Indian citizens.

4. Minorities Sub-Committee: A sub-committee of the Advisory Committee, it addressed the
concerns and rights of minorities in the new constitution.

5. Rules of Procedure Committee: Chaired by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, this committee established
the procedural rules for the Constituent Assembly.

Deliberations and Debates

The drafting process involved extensive debates and discussions on various articles of the draft
constitution. These deliberations were crucial in ensuring that the constitution reflected the diverse
aspirations and needs of the Indian population.

Key Issues Discussed:

1. Federal Structure: One of the major debates centered around the federal structure of the
government. There were discussions on the distribution of powers between the central and
state governments.

2. Fundamental Rights: The inclusion and scope of fundamental rights were hotly debated, with
many members advocating for a comprehensive bill of rights to protect individual freedoms.

3. Directive Principles of State Policy: There were discussions on incorporating directive
principles to guide the state in implementing policies aimed at social and economic justice.

4. Reservation for Minorities: The issue of reservations for minorities, including scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes, and other backward classes, was a contentious topic that saw
extensive debates.

Final Adoption and Legacy

After nearly three years of deliberations, the final draft of the constitution was adopted on November
26, 1949, and it came into effect on January 26, 1950. This day is now celebrated as Republic Day in
India.

Significance of the Constitution:
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1. Framework of Governance: The Constitution of India provides the framework for the
governance of the country, outlining the powers and responsibilities of the executive,
legislative, and judicial branches.

2. Fundamental Rights and Duties: It enshrines the fundamental rights and duties of Indian
citizens, ensuring the protection of individual liberties and promoting social justice.

3. Directive Principles: The directive principles of state policy, though non-justiciable, serve as
guiding principles for the government's policies aimed at achieving socio-economic justice and
welfare.

4. Federal Structure: It establishes a federal structure with a strong center, balancing the
distribution of powers between the central and state governments.

Conclusion

The Constituent Assembly of India played a pivotal role in shaping the modern Indian state. The
constitution it drafted is a testament to the vision, dedication, and wisdom of its members. It has
provided the foundation for India's democratic governance and has been instrumental in guiding the
nation through various challenges over the years. The Objective Resolution laid down the fundamental
principles that continue to guide India's constitutional and democratic ethos. The legacy of the
Constituent Assembly and its contribution to nation-building remain significant milestones in India's
history.

Did you know?

e Introduced by Jawaharlal Nehru on December 13, 1946, and adopted on January 22, 1947,
this resolution laid down the fundamental principles and philosophy that would guide the
framing of the Constitution.
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COMPOSITION OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

Introduction to the Constituent Assembly

The Constituent Assembly of India was a revolutionary body formed to draft the Constitution of India.
It was established in 1946 under the Cabinet Mission Plan proposed by the British government. The
assembly played a pivotal role in shaping the political and legal framework of independent India,
ensuring that the aspirations and rights of its diverse population were acknowledged and protected.

Composition of the Constituent Assembly
Total Strength of the Assembly

The total strength of the Constituent Assembly was 389 seats, divided among the provinces and
princely states. This structure aimed to represent the different communities and regions of India
effectively.

Seat Allocation

The seat allocation was meticulously planned to ensure proportional representation. Out of the total
389 seats:

e 296 seats were allotted to provinces:
o 292 seats from 11 governors' provinces.
o 4 seats from 4 chief commissioners' provinces.
o 93 seats were allocated to princely states.
Detailed Breakdown of Seat Allocation
Provinces

The seats allocated to provinces were divided among three main categories: Muslims, Sikhs, and the
general category (Hindus and others). This division was based on the population of each community
in the respective provinces to ensure fair representation. The allocation aimed to maintain communal
harmony and provide a voice to every major community within the assembly.

Princely States

The representatives from princely states were nominated by the heads of these states. This
nomination process was significant as it involved indirect representation, acknowledging the semi-
autonomous status of the princely states while integrating them into the democratic framework of
India.

Election Process

The election to the Constituent Assembly was partly elected and partly nominated, reflecting a blend
of democratic and traditional processes.

e Proportional Representation: The members of the provincial assemblies elected the
representatives for the Constituent Assembly using proportional representation by a single
transferable vote. This method ensured a fair and equitable selection process.
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¢ Community-based Voting: Representatives of each community were elected by members of
that community, ensuring that the interests of different communities were adequately
represented.

¢ Indirect Elections: The elections were held indirectly, meaning that the provincial assemblies
chose their representatives rather than a direct vote by the public. This process took place in
July-August 1946.

Seat Allocation Criteria

The allocation of seats to both provinces and princely states was based on population. The principle
followed was to allocate one seat per million population. This criterion ensured that each region's
representation in the Constituent Assembly was proportional to its population size, maintaining a
balanced and inclusive approach.

Key Features of the Cabinet Mission Plan

The Cabinet Mission Plan outlined several key features to structure the Constituent Assembly
effectively:

e Proportional Representation: Ensured that different communities had a voice in the
assembly, preventing any single group from dominating the decision-making process.

e Election Details: Provided a clear framework for the election and nomination process,
integrating both modern democratic principles and traditional practices.

¢ Inclusivity: The plan aimed to include representatives from various regions and communities,
fostering a sense of unity and collaboration.

Impact and Significance

The Constituent Assembly's composition and functioning were crucial in shaping the foundation of
independent India's governance. The assembly's work led to the creation of the Indian Constitution,
which remains one of the longest and most detailed constitutions in the world. It laid down the
framework for democratic governance, fundamental rights, and directive principles that guide the
functioning of the Indian state.

Challenges and Achievements

The Constituent Assembly faced several challenges, including communal tensions, political
disagreements, and the task of integrating diverse regions and communities into a single democratic
entity. Despite these challenges, the assembly succeeded in drafting a constitution that balanced
regional and communal interests, ensuring the protection of individual rights and promoting social
justice.

Legacy

The legacy of the Constituent Assembly and the Indian Constitution continues to influence India's
political and legal landscape. The principles enshrined in the constitution guide India's democratic
processes, uphold the rule of law, and protect the rights of its citizens. The inclusive and representative
nature of the assembly's composition set a precedent for democratic governance in India, fostering a
sense of unity and national identity.

Conclusion

The composition of the Constituent Assembly according to the Cabinet Mission Plan was a remarkable
feat of political engineering, ensuring proportional representation and inclusivity. The assembly's
work in drafting the Indian Constitution laid the foundation for democratic governance in India,
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balancing the interests of diverse communities and regions. The legacy of the Constituent Assembly
and its contributions to India's political and legal framework continue to shape the nation's democratic
processes and uphold the principles of justice, equality, and liberty.

Did you know?

e The seats allocated to provinces were divided among three main categories: Muslims, Sikhs,
and the general category (Hindus and others).

e The total strength of the Constituent Assembly was 389 seats, divided among the provinces
and princely states.
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COMMITTEES OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

The Constituent Assembly of India was not just a single body but a complex structure of various
committees that played a crucial role in the drafting of the Indian Constitution.

Minor Committees
Finance & Staff Committee:
e Chairman: Dr. Rajendra Prasad

e Role: This committee was responsible for managing the financial resources and staff
requirements of the Constituent Assembly. It ensured that the assembly's operations were
adequately funded and that the necessary personnel were in place to support the drafting
process.

e Significance: By efficiently handling financial and administrative matters, this committee
allowed the assembly to focus on substantive issues related to constitution-making without
being bogged down by logistical concerns.

Credential Committee:
e Chairman: Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar

e Role: This committee was tasked with verifying the credentials of the assembly members. It
ensured that all representatives were duly elected or nominated and that their qualifications
met the assembly's requirements.

¢ Significance: The committee's work was crucial in maintaining the legitimacy and integrity of
the assembly. By thoroughly vetting members, it ensured that the assembly was composed of
credible and qualified individuals.

House Committee:
e Chairman: B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya

e Role: The House Committee was responsible for the accommodation and other logistical
arrangements for the assembly members. This included managing housing, transportation,
and other amenities.

e Significance: By taking care of the members' day-to-day needs, the committee allowed them
to focus on their legislative duties, ensuring that the drafting process proceeded smoothly.

Order of Business Committee:
e Chairman: Dr. K. M. Munshi

e Role: This committee determined the agenda and order of business for the assembly's
meetings. It planned the sequence of discussions, debates, and voting on various
constitutional provisions.

e Significance: The committee's role was vital in organizing the assembly's work efficiently. By
structuring the proceedings, it ensured that debates were productive and that the assembly's
time was utilized effectively.

Committee on Chief Commissioners Province:
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e Chairman: B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya

e Role: This committee dealt with matters related to the Chief Commissioners' provinces. These
provinces were directly administered by the central government and had unique
administrative challenges.

¢ Significance: By addressing the specific needs and concerns of these provinces, the committee
ensured that their interests were represented in the constitution. This helped in creating a
more inclusive and balanced constitutional framework.

Linguistic Province Committee:
e Chairman: S. K. Dhar (not an assembly member)

e Role: The Linguistic Province Committee was tasked with examining the feasibility of
reorganizing provinces based on linguistic lines. It considered the cultural and linguistic
diversity of India and the impact of such reorganization on governance.

e Significance: The committee's work was significant in recognizing the importance of linguistic
identity in India. While immediate reorganization was not implemented, its recommendations
influenced future decisions on state boundaries and governance.

The Drafting Committee

The Drafting Committee was the most crucial committee of the Constituent Assembly, responsible for
preparing the draft constitution.

Formation and Members:
e Chairman: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

e Other Members: N. Gopalaswamy Ayyengar, Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyangar, Dr. K. M.
Munshi, N. Madhava Rau, and T. T. Krishnamachari.

e Set up on: August 26th, 1947

e Duration: The committee worked for a total of 141 days, completing its task in less than six
months.

Roles and Responsibilities:

e Drafting the Constitution: The primary task of the committee was to prepare a draft
constitution for India. This involved consolidating various proposals, suggestions, and inputs
from other committees and assembly members.

e Incorporating Key Principles: The committee had to ensure that the draft constitution
incorporated fundamental principles such as democracy, secularism, justice, and equality. It
aimed to create a framework that would promote social, economic, and political justice for all
citizens.

¢ Review and Revisions: The committee also reviewed and revised the draft based on feedback
from the assembly members and public consultations. This iterative process was crucial in
refining the draft and addressing any concerns or gaps.

e Presentation to the Assembly: Once the draft was finalized, the committee presented it to
the Constituent Assembly for discussion, debate, and approval. This stage involved detailed
scrutiny and consideration of various constitutional provisions.

Significance and Impact:
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e Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's Leadership: Dr. Ambedkar's role as the chairman of the Drafting
Committee was instrumental in shaping the Indian Constitution. His legal acumen, vision for
social justice, and commitment to equality were reflected in the final document.

e Balancing Diverse Interests: The Drafting Committee had the challenging task of balancing
the diverse interests and aspirations of India's population. This included addressing the
concerns of various communities, regions, and socio-economic groups.

e Creating a Robust Framework: The committee's work resulted in a robust constitutional
framework that has stood the test of time. The Indian Constitution is one of the longest and
most comprehensive in the world, providing a solid foundation for democratic governance.

e Legacy: The Drafting Committee's legacy continues to influence India's political and legal
landscape. The principles enshrined in the constitution guide India's democratic processes,
uphold the rule of law, and protect the rights of its citizens.

Conclusion

The composition and functioning of the committees of the Constituent Assembly of India were integral
to the successful drafting of the Indian Constitution. The minor committees ensured efficient
management and inclusive representation, while the Drafting Committee, under Dr. Ambedkar's
leadership, produced a comprehensive and robust constitution. Despite facing challenges, the
committees' contributions laid the foundation for democratic governance in India, balancing diverse
interests and upholding principles of justice, equality, and liberty.

The legacy of the Constituent Assembly and its committees continues to influence India's political and
legal landscape, guiding its democratic processes and protecting the rights of its citizens. This detailed
examination of the committees' roles and significance offers valuable insights into the historic process
of constitution-making in India.

Did you know?
Subcommittees

e Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee: Chaired by J.B. Kripalani

e Minorities Sub-Committee: Chaired by H.C. Mukherjee

e North East Frontier Tribal areas and Assam Excluded & Partially Excluded Areas sub-
committee: Chaired by A.V. Thakkar

e Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas sub-committee: Chaired by A.V. Thakkar
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COMMITTEES OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 2

Major Committees
Union Power Committee
e Chairman: Jawaharlal Nehru

e Role: This committee focused on defining the distribution of powers between the central and
state governments. It was responsible for ensuring a balanced federal structure where both
levels of government had clearly delineated responsibilities.

e Significance: By establishing a clear division of powers, the committee aimed to prevent
conflicts between the central and state authorities and promote efficient governance.

Union Constitution Committee
e Chairman: Jawaharlal Nehru

e Role: This committee was tasked with drafting the constitutional framework for the union of
India. It dealt with issues related to the central government's structure, functions, and powers.

e Significance: The work of this committee was crucial in creating a strong central government
capable of maintaining national unity and addressing nationwide concerns.

Provincial Constitution Committee
e Chairman: Sardar Patel

e Role: This committee was responsible for drafting the constitutional provisions related to the
provincial (state) governments. It focused on the organization, powers, and functions of state
governments.

¢ Significance: By addressing the specific needs and concerns of state governments, this
committee ensured that the constitution was inclusive and responsive to regional diversity.

Drafting Committee
e Chairman: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

o Role: The Drafting Committee was the most important committee in the Constituent
Assembly, responsible for drafting the Indian Constitution. It consolidated various proposals
and suggestions from other committees and assembly members into a comprehensive draft.

¢ Members: N. Gopalaswamy Ayyengar, Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyangar, Dr. K. M. Munshi, N.
Madhava Rau, and T. T. Krishnamachari.

¢ Significance: Under the leadership of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the committee produced a draft
constitution that balanced the diverse interests and aspirations of India's population. The
Indian Constitution, one of the longest and most detailed in the world, is a testament to the
committee's thorough and inclusive approach.

Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee was responsible for dealing with various social and administrative issues. It
had several sub-committees, each focusing on specific areas:

Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee
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e Chairman: J. B. Kripalani

e Role: This sub-committee focused on drafting the fundamental rights to be included in the
constitution. It aimed to ensure that every citizen's basic rights and freedoms were protected.

¢ Significance: The fundamental rights enshrined in the Indian Constitution are a cornerstone
of Indian democracy, guaranteeing civil liberties and equality for all citizens.

Minorities Sub-Committee
e Chairman: H. C. Mukherjee

e Role: This sub-committee addressed the concerns and rights of minority communities in India.
It aimed to protect their interests and ensure their representation in the democratic process.

e Significance: By safeguarding the rights of minorities, the sub-committee promoted social
harmony and inclusivity in the Indian polity.

North East Frontier Tribal Areas and Assam Sub-Committee
e Chairman: Gopinath Bardoloi

¢ Role: This sub-committee focused on the administration and rights of tribal areas in the North
East and Assam. It aimed to ensure that these regions were integrated into the Indian Union
while respecting their unique cultural and social identities.

¢ Significance: The sub-committee's work was crucial in addressing the specific needs and
aspirations of tribal communities, promoting their development and inclusion in the national
framework.

Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas Sub-Committee
e Chairman: A. V. Thakkar

e Role: This sub-committee dealt with areas that were excluded or partially excluded from the
regular administrative framework. It aimed to devise policies for their governance and
development.

e Significance: By focusing on these regions, the sub-committee ensured that no part of India
was left behind in the march towards progress and development.

Rules of Procedure Committee
e Chairman: Dr. Rajendra Prasad

e Role: This committee was responsible for drafting the rules of procedure for the Constituent
Assembly's functioning. It provided a structured framework for conducting debates,
discussions, and decision-making processes.

o Significance: The committee's work was essential in ensuring that the assembly's proceedings
were orderly, efficient, and democratic.

States Committee
e Chairman: Jawaharlal Nehru

e Role: This committee was tasked with negotiating with the princely states for their integration
into the Indian Union. It aimed to bring these semi-autonomous regions into the constitutional
fold.
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e Significance: The successful integration of princely states was crucial in creating a unified and
cohesive Indian nation-state.

Steering Committee
e Chairman: Dr. Rajendra Prasad

¢ Role: The Steering Committee coordinated the activities of the various committees and sub-
committees. It ensured that their work was harmonized and that the drafting process
proceeded smoothly.

¢ Significance: The committee's role in coordination and oversight was vital in managing the
complex and multifaceted task of constitution-making.

Conclusion

The various committees of the Constituent Assembly played a pivotal role in drafting the Indian
Constitution. Each committee, with its specific focus and responsibilities, contributed to creating a
comprehensive and balanced constitutional framework. The Drafting Committee, under the
leadership of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, synthesized the inputs from all other committees into the final draft,
ensuring that the constitution was inclusive, democratic, and responsive to the diverse needs of India's
population.

The legacy of the Constituent Assembly and its committees continues to influence India's political and
legal landscape, guiding its democratic processes and upholding the principles of justice, equality, and
liberty. The collaborative effort and dedication of these committees laid the foundation for a strong
and vibrant democracy, capable of addressing the aspirations of a diverse and dynamic nation.

Did you know?
Subcommittees

¢ Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee: Chaired by J.B. Kripalani

e Minorities Sub-Committee: Chaired by H.C. Mukherjee

e North East Frontier Tribal areas and Assam Excluded & Partially Excluded Areas sub-
committee: Chaired by A.V. Thakkar

e Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas sub-committee: Chaired by A.V. Thakkar

Riiacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal



IAS Red Notes

STPOLO13B

muslim league from india dominion had 11 session
also joined

jan 24th, 1950 - final session

Princely state later joined assembly

s from 26th january
continued as provisional parliament

frame constitutution

Assembly made sovereign —'
making of constitution '

alter/abrogate
law made by british parliament e ——— c——

chaired by Dr Rajendra Prasad e

chaired by
G V Mavlankar <<mm—" I
enacting laws(1st parliament)

strength decreased
<Rl S ] Muslim League withdrew from assembly
elected Dr Rajendra Prasad as 1st pres, jan 24 th
1950

Rilacademy - India's Most Popular UPSC-CSE Portal


https://coggle.it/res-indica-mind-maps/folder/shared#ZEjVj0GwolWeaakn

IAS Red Notes

FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

The Constituent Assembly of India was a revolutionary body formed to draft the Constitution of India.
It played a pivotal role in shaping the political and legal framework of independent India, ensuring that
the aspirations and rights of its diverse population were acknowledged and protected.

Background and Formation

The Constituent Assembly was established in 1946 under the Cabinet Mission Plan proposed by the
British government. The assembly's initial strength was 389 members, which included representatives
from provinces and princely states. However, the withdrawal of the Muslim League from the assembly
reduced its strength to 299 members. The assembly was tasked with drafting a constitution that would
serve as the foundation for the governance of an independent and democratic India.

Indian Independence Act 1947
The Indian Independence Act of 1947 was a significant milestone in the assembly's journey. This act:

e Made the Constituent Assembly a sovereign body, granting it the authority to frame the
constitution.

e Allowed the assembly to alter or abrogate laws made by the British Parliament.
e Empowered the assembly to enact laws for the governance of independent India.
Functions of the Constituent Assembly
The Constituent Assembly had two main functions:
1. Making the Constitution:
o This function was chaired by Dr. Rajendra Prasad.

o The assembly drafted the Indian Constitution, which incorporated fundamental rights,
directive principles, and a framework for democratic governance.

o The constitution aimed to protect the rights of all citizens, promote social justice, and
ensure equal opportunities for all.

2. Enacting Laws:
o This function was chaired by G.V. Mavlankar.

o The assembly also acted as the first parliament of independent India, enacting laws
necessary for the country's governance until the constitution came into effect.

Key Milestones and Decisions

During its tenure, the Constituent Assembly made several significant decisions that shaped the future
of India. Some of these key milestones are highlighted in the mind map:

1. Ratification of Indian Membership to the Commonwealth:

o The assembly ratified India's membership in the Commonwealth of Nations,
symbolizing its willingness to cooperate with other nations while retaining its
sovereignty.
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2. Adoption of National Symbols:
o The assembly adopted the national flag on July 22, 1947.
o It adopted the national anthem and national song on January 24, 1950.

o These symbols played a crucial role in fostering a sense of national identity and unity
among the people of India.

3. Election of the First President:
o Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the first President of India on January 24, 1950.

o His election marked the beginning of a new era of democratic governance in the
country.

Sessions and Deliberations

The Constituent Assembly held 11 sessions, during which it deliberated on various aspects of the
constitution and governance. The final session took place on January 24, 1950. From January 26, 1950,
the assembly continued as the provisional parliament of India until the first general elections were
held.

Integration of Princely States

The Constituent Assembly played a crucial role in integrating the princely states into the Indian Union.
Initially, the princely states were semi-autonomous regions with their own administrative systems.
The assembly's efforts to bring these states into the constitutional fold were essential in creating a
unified and cohesive Indian nation-state.

Committees of the Constituent Assembly

The assembly formed several committees to address specific issues and ensure a comprehensive and
balanced constitution. These committees included:

1. Drafting Committee:
o Chairman: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
o The Drafting Committee was responsible for preparing the draft constitution.

o It consolidated various proposals, suggestions, and inputs from other committees and
assembly members into a comprehensive document.

o Dr. Ambedkar's leadership and legal acumen were instrumental in shaping the final
draft.

2. Union Power Committee:
o Chairman: Jawaharlal Nehru

o This committee focused on defining the distribution of powers between the central
and state governments.

o It ensured a balanced federal structure where both levels of government had clearly
delineated responsibilities.

3. Provincial Constitution Committee:

o Chairman: Sardar Patel
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o This committee drafted the constitutional provisions related to provincial (state)
governments.

o It addressed the specific needs and concerns of state governments, ensuring that the
constitution was inclusive and responsive to regional diversity.

4. Advisory Committee:

o The Advisory Committee dealt with various social and administrative issues. It had
several sub-committees, including:

* Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee: Chaired by J. B. Kripalani, focused on
drafting the fundamental rights to be included in the constitution.

=  Minorities Sub-Committee: Chaired by H. C. Mukherjee, addressed the
concerns and rights of minority communities.

= North East Frontier Tribal Areas and Assam Sub-Committee: Chaired by
Gopinath Bardoloi, focused on the administration and rights of tribal areas in
the North East and Assam.

= Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas Sub-Committee: Chaired by A. V.
Thakkar, dealt with areas excluded or partially excluded from the regular
administrative framework.

Conclusion

The Constituent Assembly of India was a remarkable feat of political engineering, ensuring
proportional representation and inclusivity. The assembly's work in drafting the Indian Constitution
laid the foundation for democratic governance in India, balancing the interests of diverse communities
and regions. The legacy of the Constituent Assembly and its contributions to India's political and legal
framework continue to shape the nation's democratic processes and uphold the principles of justice,
equality, and liberty.

Did you know?

e Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee-Chaired by J. B. Kripalani, focused on drafting the
fundamental rights to be included in the constitution.
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